
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL FOARD
SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-125

NPDES NO. CA0005134

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS:

CHEVRON USA, INC., RICHMOND REFINERY,
CHEVRON CHEMICAL COMPANY, RICHMOND PIANT, and
GENERAL CHEMICAL CDRPORATION, RICHMOND IDRKS,
RICHMOND, CDNI'RA CDSTA COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The discharge of wastewater from the Chevron USA Refinery, Chevron
Chemical company and General Chemical facilities is currently
regulated by waste Discharge Requirements, Order No. 87-073, adopted
by the Board on June 17, 1987. Chevron USA, Inc., Chevron Chemical
CoIrq;lany, and General Chemical Corporation are hereinafter referred to
as the Discharger.

2. The selenium effluent limits listed in Effluent Limitation A.3 in
Order No. 87-073 are performance based limits, which were developed
using data from two analytical methods, the graphite furnace atomic
abscrption analytical method prior to october 24, 1986, and the more
sensitive gaseous hydride atomic abscrption method for selenium
analysis after october 24, 1986. The Discharger has submitted
infonnation in a letter dated May 12, 1988 which provides detailed
analysis of a discrepancy between the current analytical results for
selenium which are based only on the gaseous hydride method, and past
data on which the limits were based. The Discharger has demonstrated
that the graphite furnace analytical results are consistently lower
values than the gaseous hydride data, and that the performance-based
selenium limit is therefore artificially low. The Discharger has
requested that the performance based selenium limit be based only on
gaseous hydride method data, and that it be included as a mass based
limit.

3. waste 002 consists of approximately 44 million gallons per day of
thermal waste (once through cooling water) from Chevron USA. waste
002 is disharged into castro creek, a tributary of San Pablo Bay, at a
point 500 yards downstream of its confluence with Wildcat creek.
Algicides employing chlorine and bromine are added every two and one
half hours for fifteen minutes duration. The addition rates are
designed to give less than 0.1 rrg/l chlorine at the permitted outfall.
The Basin Plan limit for chlorine residual is 0.0 rrg/1.

4. As this project is an NPDES Permit amendment, this action is exempt
from the provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with section 21110) of
Division 13 of the Public Resources Code (CEQA) pursuant to Section
13389 of the california water Code.
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